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Background

Purpose What do we Mean by Theory? Why Use Theory?

Using theory to inform research is a well-known verse heard by professors and graduate students alike. However, in the

The purpose of this study is to highlight the According to Bacharach (1989), theory is a “statement of relations among concepts within a set of boundary

importance of theory throughout each stage of the assumptions and constraints.” It is a linguistic device used to organize and to communicate observations of a face of limited timelines and constrained budgets, theory is often the first to be discarded in favour of more “meaningful”
research process and promote an understanding of complex empirical world. Theory is intended to answer questions of how, when, and why. It consists of a system of endeavors. This is particularly common when theory is often thought of as an abstract phenomenon rather than the

how research and evaluations can be linked to and variables and constructs: variables are related to each other by hypothesis and constructs are related to each other fundamfental foundation in which research designs and methods are based upon. It remains an integral component of all
driven by theoretical frameworks. by propositions. Assumptions regarding values, time, and space bind a theory[1]. academic research.

The role of theory throughout the research process
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The overall approach to answering a given research question can vary

In a proposed study that aims to explore the use of evidence in _ _ Moving from broad social network theory to program theory Theories can be used to solve real world problems as they enable
. greatly by the theoretical framework chosen, especially when . . . . .
health technology assessments, theory is used to generate o diff ; £t ¢ within health , " There are multiple levels of social network theory. At the deep users to understand the assumptions behind their research
comparing different areas of interest within health services research. : : . .
research questions intended for investigation. It adopts three - P gl layer, social systems are networks through which resources (e.g. through their choice of theory and/or conceptual framework.
: : : .. : : : or eXxamplie: : : : .
perspectives on organisational decision-making in which Research Question: What variables should be included in an objective {/T/forlin_?.ho?_?qﬂow, .and achonslare cohordmatec;l]. [l S;cjrengt.hhof o of this is th £ ch oo dels. which
evidence is incorporated into decisions[2]: tfiaceloolioroatents referred from acute care insttutions tolinpatient ea .|es eory is a surface layer theory , where nodes wit One.examp e of t |§ ist eoryf) C ange ogic models, whic
rehabilitation? more ties have greater exposure to resources[9]. outline the theoretical reasoning behind the chosen and
Functionalist Perspective: ' implemented components of a program[10] (Kellogg Foundation,
Theory: Mintzberg, Raisinghani and Theoret (1976): Decisi Anderson’s Model of Healthcare Utilization(/] Theories from the literat be matched with | 2004). Such logic models assi i iders in the planni
eory: Mintzberg, Raisinghani an eoret ( ): Decision- oy —— il O Bt T Health Outcomes eories from the literature can be matched with program goals ). Such logic models assist service providers in the planning,
making consists of three phases: identification, development and Behavior and objectives to build micro-level theories of how the objectives implementation, and evaluation of their program.
selection[3]. Research Question: To what extent do decisions l l can be achieved by the program resources. The figure below
made by an HTA committee follow a linear path? [Health Care\ 4 ) Psrsc;tnhal oerceived Hoalth Status outlines a simple idea that the characteristics of the network and a Another example is through the authors’ thesis research which
ed
| | System Practices I member’s position within the network will affect the degree of seeks to identify the key areas of performance measurement
it 1 . Predisposing Enabli , valuated Realth Status . . . iy - . . . .
PI(: Itica Persi)ectlve | | anid ¢ | | PR b e Need [ USP! S which that member is influenced by the network. within the practice of self-management in end-of-life patients. A
T elorv- LG']ZQ ey (1989, 1990): 4 main rT;OUVeS ehin orrlna  Butermal T Health €onsumensatisiaetion conceptual framework helps to outline where the key points of
1c° 1 . 1 . 1 . ervices
ana gs'ls_' information, ci:)mmun.|cat|on, |:§Fhon icontro ‘ I \ ) _/ | ¢ 1 Theory Testing measurement should occur, thereby assisting policymakers in the
sylm 0 'C[ZL'S]: Resgzrc. Qtrgs:lon. D_O PO e anf mtere-s.ts play 4 Once a theory has been developed, measures are assigned to each development of quality improvement indicators..
o T(m gathering E; |hoEa If? ormzhclzn mbor:Ierhor deu:ohn VS. Emphasizing construct within the program theory.
makers to persuade each other and thereby further push the . . :
p pti ' decici o Y P Knowledge to Action Framework[8 patient and
NOorms OT rational decision making: contextual factors £ . Process Measurement
Monitor Knowledge Use _ 4 with > Self-Management Support Self-Management
Symbolic Perspective: associated wit = —
Theory: Feldman & March (1981): Norms of rationality[6]. Bl referral versus & |+ sie + Degres explore network, | | Mluence on
0 . Select, Tailor, or Impl t HiEehs 171 § e Density e Closeness positioning, : .
Research Question: How, when, and why are rational procedures i S MR Knowledge Creation empha5|z:cn%. - § |- Recprocity . Betweennes || nfluences,changes | | ProCical guidance OutcomejMggsurement
- - : . : : Assess barriers to Knowledge Use Process or Clinica g L : :
(formal analysis, information gathering, etc) used in organization Adapt Knowledge t Local Context Hecision making 5 [ o vetvorkamer | | sembor mrereens | | Networksurvy, Improved chmhcal,I tf;:mctutonal and population
decisions? _ Qwn member interviews ed outcomes
: Sustain . . 2
Identifv Problem Knowledge aSSOC|ated W|th 3 Social network Social network G ded th Statistical models,
y Use referral g analysis analysis roundec theory grounded theory
Action Cycle :
Conclusi
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